
April 19, 2020 (via email) 

From Hope Woodhouse, President 

I would like to provide an update on additional initiatives the John’s Island Community 
Service League (JICSL) has taken to help our community in light of COVID-19.

1. $200,000 Challenge Grant—on April 15, the JICSL created a $200,000 Challenge 
Grant for the United Way’s COVID-19 Community Response Fund. Importantly, the goal of 
this Challenge Grant is to encourage other funding groups outside of John’s Island to 
donate. Specifically, we will match on a dollar-for-dollar basis donations up to $200,000 until 
June 15.  I sit on the Response Fund committee which has already raised and distributed 
about $410,000.  The majority of these funds went to United Way partners, who have deep 
roots in the community and strong experience working with under-resourced residents. The 
overwhelming priority has been providing for urgent needs such as food, rent and utilities.

It is also important to know that the United Way is underwriting all costs associated with the 
Fund, and thus 100% of all donations will go directly to COVID-19 response efforts in our 
community. The United Way has reached out to other major funders hoping they will help 
turn our $200,000 into $400,000.

2. Emergency Housing Initiative —We are working with Treasure Coast Homeless 
Services (TCHS) to prepare for a surge of new cases of residents, both homeowners and 
renters, who will have trouble making mortgage or rent payments due to COVID-19 related 
unemployment. This will require mortgages to be restructured and lease agreements to be 
amended on a large scale over a relatively short period of time.

We are evaluating funding of an additional staff position at TCHS that will 1) oversee the 
disbursement of additional monies (federal, state and non-profit) that will be made available 
to the agency as a result of COVID-19, and 2) organize a group of attorneys who would be 
willing to provide pro bono services to the agency to assist in mortgage and lease 
restructures.  If you know of any local real estate lawyers who might be interested in 
providing pro bono services for this initiative, please contact Ellen Kendall 
(ellentkendall@gmail.com) or Michelle Julian (mjulian1015@gmail.com), who are leading 
this initiative.

Again, it is the generosity of the John’s Island community that has made all of this 
possible.  I cannot thank you enough.

Stay safe.

Hope
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